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Letter from the Rectory — October 2020
Dear Friends,

We continue to live in very challenging times, with one piece of depressing news
piled upon another, and it feels that we have very little control over events apart
from being asked to conform to various restrictions.

In this context, I was struck by an article I read recently by Charles Swindoll, an
American pastor and author.

“The longer I live,” (Charles is 85) ‘the more I realise the impact of attitude on life.
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past,
than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes,
than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance,
giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company ... a church ... a home. The
remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will
embrace for that day. We cannot change our past ... we cannot change the fact
that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only
thing we do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude ... I am
convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And
so, it is with you. We are in charge of our attitudes.’

In the Old Testament account of the Exodus, it is estimated that 1.5 million
Israelites were rescued from slavery and escaped from Egypt crossing the Red Sea.
The journey to the Promised Land should have taken them 11 days; instead it
took 40 years! Why? Because the people complained about everything - even the
food that God had miraculously provided for them in the middle of a desert.
They kept saying that they wanted to go back to Egypt. The time in the
wilderness was an opportunity to change attitudes. Out of the original group of
1.5 million that set off for the Promised Land, astonishingly only two men
actually made it.

Writing to the Christians in Philippi, St. Paul said %% your relationships with
others, have the same attitude as the Lord Jesus ...’

James Campbell



YOUNG CHURCH

Herbert’s crossword

2

3

4

Hi, I'm Herbert and I'm ten. | live in

Uganda, with my Mum, Gran, Aunt and
loads of cousins. | had a bit of help to

make up this crossword.
Across
3 Save the forests by using it again. (S)

S The top of a house; Herbert’s school has a new one

of these. (4)

8 Ancther way of saying ‘use it again’. (7)

11 Walk instead of going by --- 3)

12 Aluminium cans of this can be recycled. (5)

14
are that Herbert can go to school and has water
closa to his home. Ask him to keep working to
cancel the poor countries’ debt. (4)

15 and 13 Remember to do this to lights that are not
being used. (6, 3)

---- a letter to Mr Blair telling him how pleased you

London: PO Box 100, SE1 7RT Beifast: PO Box 150, BTY 6AE
Carditf; PO Box 21, CF14 2DL Edbnburgh: PO Box 11, ERT 1EL

Dublin: Christ Church, Rathgar Road, Dublin 6
Website: www.christian-aid.org.uk
Registered charity number 258003
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‘ Fill in the answers to Herbert's

crossword to find out some of the
things that you can do and Herbert
does to make a difference to our world.
Down

1

~N O

w

The colour used to describe people who take care
of the environment. (5)

A big word for a big problem: another word

for ‘dirty". (9)

We can aH do this - it is a way to talk to God. (4)
Thesae are used 1o build houses. (6)

Digging this has meant that Herbert and his family
don't have to walk miles to get water. (¢)

Taka -—- we all need to do this. (4)

Fruit and vegetable peslings can makae this; it heips
things to grow. (7)

Christian¥sAid

We believe in life before death




Family
Support Family Support Work - September update

THE SUSSEX CHARITY FOR CHILDREN
SINCE 1870

Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that we have reached September and a new school year. This
week as the children in our families return to school there is a sense of change,
which is causing a great deal of anxiety for some of them. Our practitioners are
helping to ease the transition from home to school and giving support on re-
establishing routines. We have already started to see an increase in referrals, which
we were anticipating back in April at the start of lockdown, and expect that this will
continue as new stresses and challenges face families that have just about
managed to make it through lockdown.

Our friends at the Mothers’ Union have now joined us in our offices in Brighton. It
is wonderful to be so close physically as there is so much that we do together in
partnership to support families all across the county. With office-based staff now
back at our head office for half of their working week (whilst still working from
home the rest of the time), there is also great joy at being able to see our
colleagues face-to-face again after months of phone calls, emails and Zoom
meetings.

Thank you for all your support during these last few months and please pray for us
as we enter what we anticipate will be a difficult few months.

Last month’s work in humbers

* 286 (socially distanced) visits to families and 209 phone calls supporting 38
grandparents, 340 parents and 362 children

* 17 supported meetings (virtually via Zoom/Skype etc.) with other agencies

* 127 deliveries of food and other items (such as children’s activities) made

Continued on next page .....



Prayer points

®* For Rosie, one of the mums we support, who tragically delivered a stillborn
baby this week

* That those staff who have been working throughout lockdown are able to
take some time off to rest and recover now that other staff are working again

* That we receive positive news about a significant grant application that will
make a huge difference to our income

Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing

And a message from our local FSW representative.......

Sincere and most grateful thanks to everyone who was kind enough to donate goods
to the Harvest Festival on September 20th.

At what is continuing to be a troublesome and worrying time for many of our families,
the wonderful generosity of you all is very heartening.

With fundraising events currently being difficult to non-existent, your support is even
more valuable.

With my love, Miriam

Churchwardens’ Notes

The Covid restrictions remain the same in respect of worship in church following the
Prime Minister’s statement on 22nd September, except that attendance at wedding
ceremonies is now reduced to 15 people. We are grateful for the assistance provided
by Miriam Boobier and her helpers ensuring that we conform to the contact tracing
regulations.

The Harvest Festival service took place on Sunday, 20th September with a smaller
congregation than usual. However there was a very generous response for
contributions of items for Family Support Work.

During the month the PCC held its first virtual meeting on Zoom which, apart from a
small technical hitch, was deemed to be a success.

We have now received the Quinquennial report for All Saints Church, Blackham
which fortunately has shown that there is nothing too serious requiring urgent
attention.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow
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Following the success of Nebuchadnezzar’s
Marmalade Pot and Archbishop Benson’s Humming
Top, Adrian Leak’s third collection of essays will be
published on September 28". Some of the essays
are taken from sermons preached at St Michael’s,
Withyham, and All Saints, Blackham, while Adrian was
Priest in Charge of the parishes.

A virtual ‘launch’ party, held via Zoom, to which you
are all invited, will be hosted by Canon Robert Cotton,
Rector of Holy Trinity, Guildford, at
6.00 - 6.30pm on Wednesday 14t October,

If you would like to join in please email
josephineleak990@gmail.com and a Zoom link will be
sent to you nearer the time.

‘A beautiful, surprising, welcome book. Its spiritual consistency and
theological acuteness make it a compendium of Anglican wisdom’.
Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury

Christmas Cards

Because of the continuing Covid 19 restrictions, Arthur and Hazel Harris will not be
able to hold their Coffee Morning this November. However, during the lockdown
period, Hazel has been recycling Christmas cards. These will be on sale from
November, after the Morning Service in Withyham Church. (Hand sanitisers
available.)

Private visits may be made to Pine Lodge by arrangement - just phone 01892
665854 to fix a time. Masks and hand sanitisers will be available.

All proceeds for Church funds. Thank you.

Yours, Hazel Harris
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group

There were not as many responses to the questionnaire in last month’s edition
as we had hoped for, but sufficient to draw some meaningful conclusions.
All respondents were very satisfied with their experiences in:

1) Contacting the surgery

2) Speaking to the receptionist

3) Speaking to the doctor

4) The safety procedures in place at the Hartfield surgery

Not many patients had used the ‘e - consult’ facility on the Practice website,
but of those who had attempted to, some requested a little more help / clarity
with the instructions. Michael Wells, Practice Manager, has agreed to review
this problem.

In the ‘any other comments’ section, the following descriptors were used:
excellent, caring, kind, exceptional, very good, great.

So it would seem we can conclude that we the patients are more than happy
with the Practice during these difficult times.

Just a reminder in case you missed the notice about flu jabs -

The flu clinic will be run as an appointment-based system at Hartfield
surgery. COVID19 means it is important for all eligible patients to attend for
the flu jab. Eligible patients are those over 65, those with certain chronic
medical conditions, carers and pregnant women. This year there is an
increase in eligible children, to include those from age 2 to school year 7, and
an expansion of eligibility to include those patients who live with someone
who received a COVID19 shielding letter. Those between the ages of 50 and
64 may be eligible in November.

Please contact the surgery to make an appointment or with any queries.

Tony Howell
Chairman, PPG
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As we move, reluctantly but inexorably, away from the wonderfully flower-
bedecked spring and summer, let’s have a little flower quiz. Can you identify the
following wild flowers? Give yourself a bonus point if you know the Latin name

as well. Answers on page 16.




